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In reality, there exists at present a species of barter
between Courland and France; but in so indirect a man-
ner that it is carried on at second or third hand, by the
intervention of the English, the Dutch, the Swedes, the
Danes, the Prussians, the Hanse Towns, etc.

This intervention absorbs and destroys all the benefit
which a trade so advantageous would be of to France,
and which certainly ought abundantly to procure us, and
at a moderate price, a price unknown in our dockyards
and markets, ship timber, masts, spokes, fellies, ve-
neering wood, etc., grain, ship beef, saltfish, vege-
tables, etc. The natural returns for these would be the
produce of our industry, from the coarsest to the finest
articles (for nothing is manufactured in Courland), which
the Courlanders (whose consumption is great, and who
are very desirous of articles of luxury, and even of finery)
would then obtain from us at a moderate price, still in-
finitely lucrative to our traders.

The advantage of this direct trade would not be con-
fined merely to money ; for, besides the influence which
such intimate connections with Courland would give us
in the Baltic and the North, where we should become
the mediators between Prussia, Russia, and Poland, which
last State must necessarily soon undergo some new
change, France, by a commercial treaty with Courland,
would acquire two ports on the Baltic, which would at
least remain neuter and almost exclusive to herself.
These would be useful to us< both in war and peace, as
depository places for stores, and most of the materials
which are requisite for the royal and mercantile marine;
and would highly compensate the disadvantage which
continually increases, and which is preparing for us in
the North, relative to our marine, in consequence of the
strict connections between England and Russia.

To the attentive observer, England presents every
symptom which can menace the possessions of the
Dutch in the East, and which can forebode the de-
sire of revenge. Russia can at any time rob Prance
of a great part of the naval supplies of war in the
European seas.

This order of affairs cannot too soon be reversed. most advantageous kind ofhisself to Brunswick, and attaching
